OREST RANUM (editors), Biology of man in history. Selections from the Annales Economies, Socijtcs, Civilisations, Baltimore and London, The Johns Hopkins Press, 1975, 8vo, pp. x, 205, illus., £6.60 (£1.65 paperback). The Annales began publication in 1929, under the joint editorship of the two distinguished French historians, Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch, and ever since then it has pioneered an interdisciplinary type of history. This concerns itself with social history in the widest sense of the term, with an attempt to cover all of human activity in a given society, and with the rejection of narrative history and the classical biographical approach in favour of problem-oriented history. This type of "total history" advocated by the French school of history, chiefly by way of the Annales, includes the use of demography, quantification, meteorology, sociology, anthropology, economics, biology, linguistics and group psychology. These approaches, and others, have brought entirely new interpretations and dimensions to historical studies, thereby complementing the more traditional historiographical methods.
